Introduction
The genus Letheobia was erected by Cope in 1869, based upon two species, L. pallida Cope being represented by two specimens from Zanzibar, with L. caeca (Duméril) of Gabon also included in the genus. Letheobia was recognised as a subgenus by Peters when he described Onychocephalus (Letheobia) lumbriciformis from the Zanzibar coast (1874) (Young & Wallach 1999; Wallach, 2005) .
Materials and methods
This study is based on most of the material available in American and African museums, with additional data and figures gleaned from the publications of Roux-Estève (1974 ), Largen (1978 ), and Joger (1990 .
In the nomenclature of head shields we follow Roux-Estève (1974 , 1975 in the appellation "frontal" for the median shield bordering the rostral posteriorly (= "prefrontal" of Witte, 1966, and others). However, the shield that she called a second postocular (PO2) we consider to be the ocular, while the lower shield bordering the labials, which she called "ocular," we call "subocular," thus reverting to the nomenclature of Boulenger (1893) in respect of Letheobia pallida and L. lumbriciformis. The nomenclature of supralabial imbrication patterns (SIP) follows Wallach (1993a), except that "X" indicates no supralabial overlaps a superior head shield, II-P amd II-O indicate second supralabial overlapping preocular and ocular, respectively, and S and PO represent the subocular and postocular, respectively.
Scale rows were counted as follows: mid-dorsals (MD) between the rostral shield and the apical spine; longitudinal scale rows (SR) at three points: first (A) at level of 20th midventral scale caudad of mental; sec-
